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Often among women you find such strong integrated
views around justice, equality, familial life and social
equality. . . There is a call here to make some
changes, and we women are the ones who are called
to make those changes.

Continuing the tradition of family farming, Nettie Wiebe sows her seed in the rich
soil of Canadadés prairie We sRbbbinsfarlho r
in Laura, Saskatchewan, an agricultural community not far from Saskatoon,

Nettie, husband Jim and their four children have produced organic crops including
grains, oil seeds and pulse crops, and raised organic beef.

Born in Warman, Saskatchewan in 1949, Wiebe grew up in a large Mennonite
family, the twelfth of fifteen children. Her parents, first-generation Canadians,

were hard-working, community-mi nded f ar mer s. Wi ebe
up on was almost a village! We did
sports and, of course, worked and wt

few years of study abroad, Wiebe has never missed a harvest, and she has always
drawn great strength from her Mennonite and agricultural roots.

Asayoung woman inthemid-1 9 70s, Wi ebeds politic
raised when a uranium company, Eldorado, together with the provincial govern-
ment, proposed the building of a ur:

residents, were just appalled at the possibility that we would have such an industry
intruding into what was a good agricultural area of family farms close to the South
Saskatchewan River, 0 Wiebe remember ¢
farming, the reality that uranium production might fuel the nuclear weapons

industry incensed the local community with its Mennonite tradition of passivism.
Grassroots education and organizing rallied the agricultural community who took

a firm stance against the project ar
AFor me, 0 claims Wi ebe, Athat was a
voice, you both feel and often are |
with each other and together for something, you can be politically very effective,
surprisingly effective. 0

Wiebe continued her activism in farm organizations, serving as the National
Farmers Union Womenodés President fror
President and CEO from 1995 to 1998. Entering into leadership of the NFU,

Wiebe knew that agriculture and its institutions have long-standing patriarchal
traditions in both land ownership and practice; but she also recognized that her
agrarian feminist predecessors had 1
on full membership and participation in farm organizations, and that the NFU, in

turn, acknowledged the principle of gender equality. Although often the only

r wwgograen, adl agaliicaud ttuhee i ndustry meetio

knowing that [ had been duly elected by my own organization to represent the
family farm, 0 Wiebe recall s. AAnd |
knowing that on these family farms women are key to the survival of and the work

of the farm. o
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Wiebe has long been committed to federal politics and considers this a key
venue by which to affect needed change. The New Democratic Party candidate
for the riding of Saskatoon-Rosetown-Biggar, Wiebe firmly believesit he ne e
of . . . people sitting at kitchen tables should come before the needs of those
sitting around corporate board room
per sonal beliefs and dsapersodNwbDdvalyesl at f or
democracy and equality and as an advocate for women's rights, ecological care
and social justice, the New Democratic Party was clearly the party whose policy
and processes were the best fit for

Her work as a farmer, NFU representative, and NDP candidate intersect
meaningfully with Wi ebebs academic
earned degrees at the University of Saskatchewan and the University of Calgary,
where she received her doctorate in 1983. At present, Wiebe is Professor of

Church and Society at St. Andrewds
she teaches in the areas of ethics, ecology and social justice. Wiebe believes that
Afenvironmentalism and s piinoneplucatheyt vy

have to hold together, they have to be integrated in order to be meaningful and to
move us forward. o

In her current work as a feminist activist and scholar, Wiebe confronts the
pressing and overlapping issues of environmental sustainability and food culture
and security. For Wiebe, the solutions to these contemporary crises are simulta-
neously grassroots and global, and women play essential roles in their mediation.
I'n Wiebebs view, the grassroots r ol ¢
key to the maintenance of a viable food culture. In our highly industrialized
economy where our food undergoes such intense processing and commodification

that it is hardly recognizable as f«
context, when we gather around an important occasion, it is still often around
food. And thatodés i mportant because

At the global level, where government policies favouring transnational
corporations and agribusiness have eroded the economy of the family farm,
Wiebe works to expose the need for the marginalized, including women, peasant
and family farmers, to have a voice. Wiebe is an active member of Via
Campesina, a world-wide organization founded in 1993, which works to develop
solidarity and unity among small farmer organizations in their struggle for fair
trade, the preservation of natural resources, and sustainable agricultural
production. Via Campesinad s  mo dbdlize the st@iggle, globalize the hope,
exemplifies Wiebeds belief that, tof
justice, can affect change.

Wi ebeds work as an agrarian femini
scholar is a beacon of hope for women, for farm families, and for those committed
to the future of our planet. Wi ebe
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